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Plains (GA) Chautauqua
Joins Chautauqua Trail
at Florida Chautauqua Assembly
More than 15,000 people attended this year’s Florida
Chautauqua Assembly in DeFuniak Springs, the highest ever
according to event organizers. The theme, “A Journey into
the American Chautauqua Movement” couldn’t have been
more difficult to market in the beginning stages to promote
the 4-day event this past January, according to Christopher
Mitchell, president of the Florida Chautauqua. However,
an acceptance by Former First Lady Rosalynn Carter to be
the featured keynote speaker eventually made Chautauqua
a household name in the region and helped promote the
Chautauqua concept throughout the nation.
Mrs. Carter agreed to participate in the Florida Chautauqua
based on her own community’s efforts to revive
Chautauqua in her beloved hometown of Plains, Georgia,
just a 3.5 hour drive northeast from DeFuniak Springs. Her
own delegation attended and sat behind her as she delivered
her presentation, along with representatives of virtually all
Chautauquas making up the Chautauqua Trail. More than
850 people packed the Walton High School auditorium to
full capacity.

Rosalynn Carter welcomed to Florida Chautauqua Assembly.
Photo by James Meadows

Following her historic presentation outlining the history of
the Plains Chautauqua and efforts by her community to
bring it back to life in collaboration with the National Park
Service and other community programs, the 50
representatives from the Chautauqua Trail joined Mrs.
Carter for a working lunch. (continued on page two)

Frank Gwalthney, President
Ocean Park, Maine
George McCormick, Vice President
Lakeside, Ohio
Myra Peterson, Treasurer
Chautauqua, New York
Kathy Snavely, Secretary/Newsletter
Mt. Gretna, Pennsylvania

Waxahachie (TX) Chautauqua
to host “Car Crazy” in September
Waxahachie Chautauqua delegates, Kirk Hunter and
Maureen Moore, still feel inspired by the Chautauqua Trail
meeting in DeFuniak Springs, Florida back in January. The
contagious energy, the engaging programs and the warm
fellowship reminded us that we each contribute to our own
communities both as organizations and as individuals. The
icing on the cake was the opportunity to hear and meet
Mrs. Carter and the members of her Plains Georgia
delegation.
The Waxahachie Chautauqua is on its way to its 14th annual
event on Saturday, September 28, 2013. The theme this
year is “Car Crazy: America’s Love Affair.” Presentations
and activities will take place in our historic 1902
Chautauqua Auditorium and in the surrounding
Getzendaner Memorial Park, the site of the original
Waxahachie Chautauqua Assembly and Summer
Encampment.
This year’s Chautauqua Assembly will celebrate
automobiles in American culture with a day packed with
activities. Our keynote speaker will be from the Texas
Transportation Institute who will give us some insights into
transportation needs in the future and what is being planned
now to facilitate that. Other presentations will include a
collegiate debate, car culture in film and music, chemistry
demonstrations, history of African Americans and
automobiles, a presentation by popular KLIF 570 AM
Dallas radio personality and car guy, Ed Wallace and an
appearance by Henry Ford, through the historical
interpretation of Hank Finken of Indianapolis. The day will
conclude with a Waxahachie Community Theater
performance of Taffeta Memories, a musical comedy by Rick
Lewis. In addition to the presentations and performances,
local car clubs, including the Dallas Model A Ford Club,
will set up in the Park (continued on page two).

2013 Annual Meeting in Mt. Gretna registration
deadline is JULY 1 - more info on p. 3ff

(Florida Chautauqua - continued) Mrs. Carter and her team
asked numerous questions to Chautauqua Trail leaders
about the challenges and rewards of reviving a Chautauqua.
Chautauqua Trail president Frank Gwalthney of Ocean
Park, Maine presented the Former First Lady with an
official Chautauqua Trail membership, making the Plains
Chautauqua the 15th to be listed and promoted on the Trail.

(Waxahachie - continued) Although automobiles played a role
in the demise of many of the Chautauquas across the
country, including Waxahachie, they have also been an
important part of the Waxahachie’s Chautauqua history.
Performers and lecturers frequently traveled there by cars,
leaving us with stories of accidents and bad roads
contributing to cancellations and late appearances. In 1912,
automobiles were part of the promotion and advertising
campaign. Car owners calling themselves “Pilgrims for
Progress” caravanned around the county promoting the
Chautauqua with advertising prominently displayed on the
sides of the cars. And at a time when cars competed for the
roads with horse-drawn wagons & trolleys, the increased
traffic to the 2-week summer Assembly became
problematic and dangerous. Waxahachie’s solution was to
assign certain roads to motor-driven vehicles and other
roads to those horse-pulled, just for the duration of the
Chautauqua.
- Kirk Hunter & Maureen Moore, Waxahachie, Texas

President Frank Gwalthney of the Chautauqua Trail presents the Former
First Lady with the Plains Chautauqua membership card as Florida
Chautauqua Board Chair, Dennis Ray, looks on. Photo by Chris Mitchell

Following lunch, Mrs. Carter toured the original campus of
the Florida Chautauqua and joined president Christopher
Mitchell in planting a tree in the historic Lake Yard a few
yards of where Arbor Day in Florida began in 1885.
While 850 people attended Mrs. Carter’s presentation,
local police estimate that more than 15,000 attended the 4day event’s educational breakout sessions relating to the
history of the Chautauqua movement and the many free
exhibits which complimented the program. “Mrs. Carter
certainly attracted the biggest crowd to our community for
any Chautauqua,” says Mitchell. “I can’t be more proud, and
couldn’t have welcomed a more influential speaker on this
topic than her. We certainly wish her and her delegation
our best wishes for every success in reviving Chautauqua in
Plains, and we extend out offer of support and help in their
efforts.” Other notable speakers included Jonathan Schmitz,
historian of the New York Chautauqua, Pamela Landwirth
(former Human Resource Manager of Walt Disney World
and now president of Give Kids The World Village in
Kissimmee, FL), and, of course, all of the delegation
members of the Chautauqua Trail!
- Chris Mitchell, DeFuniak Springs, Florida

Car Crazy at Waxahachie, Texas

The 21st Century Heritage and Culture
Traveler
The cultural tourist is generally an overnight tourist who will
likely seek a range of experiences at his/her destination of choice
to have experiences of personal identification that are meaningful
to them and within their frames of reference.
Where Heritage tourism, and culture come together to meet the
particular needs and interests of travelers whose main motivation
for travel are experiences in dialogue, the performing arts; visual
arts and crafts; museums and cultural centres, historic sites and
interpretive centres - that’s where you will find Chautauquans.
There seems to be a renaissance occurring just now with folks
who are looking and dialoguing about sense of place, the place
that makes them most at home, the place that can tell the
mythical story of their authentic roots, their heritage. Heritage
and cultural tourism is known to be especially attractive to longhaul travelers looking for a framework (continued on page three)

(Cultural - continued) that will support “Big Ideas” that will reenergize their sense of community, if need be – creating a new
vision for heritage and cultural tourism.
What cultural attractions will become the demand generators?
Cultural experiences are a backdrop or catalyst for individual
self-development and memories, which refer more to the
tourist’s personal history than to that of the site. I believe
today’s traveler is highly motivated by the benefits of cultural
travel that increases their knowledge, allows for selfimprovement and dialogue and is truly an authentic “meaningful
personal experience.”

Tentative Schedule for the
Chautauqua Trail Meeting:
Please get your items for discussion to the President.
Thursday, July 25:
10am-5pm
Registration
The Pedaling Parsons arrive from Ocean
Grove, New Jersey
5-6:15pm
Winetasting and Hor D’Oeurves at the
Kleinfelter Cottage
6:30pm
Dinner/Show at the Timbers
Friday, July 26:
7:30-8:15am
8:15-9:45am
10:00am
12:00pm
1:00-2:30pm
2:30pm
3:45-7pm

7:30pm

Cultural tourism has existed since the days of Herodotus in
ancient Greece, who, in about 440BCE listed the seven
‘Miracles’ of the Ancient World. In the 19th century, ‘culture’
was a major reason for travel, as it was considered a necessary
part of the education for the upwardly mobile. It was in the latter
half of the 20th Century, however, that cultural tourism
worldwide saw its biggest boom. Bilbao is an excellent example.
It has attracted between 800,000 and 1 million cultural visitors
every year since it opened a decade ago – despite currency
fluctuations, the cost of getting to Bilbao and even terrorist
incidents.
More and more people globally, and in Canada and the USA, are
including both heritage and cultural attractions as part of their
activities while traveling. Over half (53.5%) of all Americans
who traveled participated in a cultural activity along with 25% of
all tourists to Ontario, a percentage which will grow in the
knowledge economy of the future. The 21st Century, cultural
tourists are short of time and, based on our experience, they
“explore more” in a place. This visitor views heritage resources
broadly and seeks to connect with the meaning of the landscape
or town in terms of cultural values. This is different from the
older concept of the “beauty spot” or “photo-op” in that the
emphasis is on meaning and not just appearance. Cultural
landscapes are inscribed with meaning - geographic (how the land
and culture formed).
- Gary Froude, Muskoka, Ontario, Canada

Breakfast in the Hall of Philosophy (HOP)
Meeting
Program: Mt. Gretna Writer’s Series
Lunch, from the Mt. Gretna Pizzeria
Meeting
Ice Cream Break at the Jigger Shop
Tour the Cornwall Iron Furnace and
Cornwall United Methodist Church,
where we’ll have a PA Dutch Dinner
Program: Lebanon County’s 250th
Anniversary: The Ghosts of Mt. Gretna’s
Past

Saturday, July 27:
8:30-9:00am Breakfast in the HOP
9:00-10:30am Meeting
10:30-11:45am Chautauqua Sampler: Five minute
presentations from each Chautauqua
12pm
Luncheon, LeSorelle Porch & Pantry Café
1-3pm
Meeting
3-4:15pm
Split in two groups for the Mt. Gretna
Area Historical Society and Mt. Gretna
Chautauqua/Campmeeting Walking tours
4:45-5:45pm Organ Concert at the Hewitt/McAnney
Cottage, Cedarn Place,by Ryan Brunkhurst
6:00pm
Dinner on the Porch at the Gifford Cottage
7:30pm
Play/Gretna Theater: The Wizard of Oz
Sunday, July 28:
8:30am
Community Breakfast at the HOP
10am
Worship in the Playhouse: James Getty as
Abraham Lincoln, “How My Faith
Influenced My Presidency” with music
provided by Music at Gretna
Sunday Afternoon/Evening Post-Conference options:
Gettysburg with Frank Gwalthney OR Hershey Tour
7:00pm-Summer at the Tabernacle program: Massed Choir

Mt. Gretna Registration Information
The Chautauqua Trail Annual Meeting registration information is online at
www.chautauquatrail.com and click on “Chautauqua Network” and “Annual Meeting.” You
cannot register online this year, as Mt. Gretna has no method of accepting credit card
payments (we’re a “little” Chautauqua; wait ‘til you see our “lake”).
1. You will be connected to a downloadable registration form (same one in this newsletter) that
contains a form that requires name, address, email address and other contact information. Additional information on this
page includes, entering estimated arrival date and time, independent Chautauqua affiliate and whether Chautauqua
Network membership dues are up to date.
2. Registration this year is $150, which includes a reception on Thursday evening, all meals and events through
Sunday’s worship service.
3. A registration confirmation letter will be sent by mail with check-in details and a map.

Register by Mail
Attendees are asked to register by mail, no later than July 1 so that we may make adequate preparations for your entire
experience in Mt. Gretna. Download, complete and return the Chautauqua Trail Annual Meeting Registration Form and
payment to: Chautauqua Trail Annual Meeting, c/o Kathy Snavely, PO Box 622, Mt. Gretna, PA 17064. Please make
checks payable to: Pennsylvania Chautauqua. The memo line should read: Chautauqua Trail Annual Meeting.
Cottage Rentals - the largest agent for weekly leases in Mt. Gretna is Penn Realty; visit their website at
http://pennrealtyltd.com/summerrentals.html or call (717) 964-3800 for additional information. Ask for Brenda or Joe
and tell them Kathy Snavely referred you, as you’re coming for the Chautauqua Trail meeting.
Homestays are a tradition of the Chautauqua Trail, providing a bed, good conversation and perhaps refreshments to
overnight guests. These personal visits allow attendees to experience the Chautauqua community through the hospitality
of gracious homeowners. Homestay arrangements include a private bedroom with guest-only bathroom or private
bedroom with a shared bathroom with the hosts. Linens and towels will be provided by the host. If you are interested
in our Homestay program, download, complete and return the Homestay Request Form at www.chautauquatrail.com
and click on “The Chautauqua Network,” “Annual Meeting” and “Accommodations.” Please note that we are one of the
smallest Chautauquas and do not have a large number of homestay options.
Rooms have also been blocked at the Hampton Inn, Manheim and Mt. Gretna Inn; refer to the previous page for
reservation information. There are several campgrounds reasonably close by: Pinch Pond, Gretna Oaks, Outdoor World,
and Thousand Trails. Please contact Kathy Snavely at info@lightkeeper.net for additional
information, should you need it.
Thank you to Myra Peterson, Boots Schafer, Greg & Pam Maloof, George & Pat McCormick, Bob
Brucken, Frank Gwalthney, Bill & Nancy Carlson, Ed & Sara-Ellen Ringley, Gary Froude, Gayle
Dempsey, Larry & Julie Snyder, Ann Strong, Joe & Barb Caner, Kirk Hunter & Maureen Moore,
and Andrea Binkle for their advance registrations!

5 Yes, Virginia; that is Kathy Snavely wearing THE Chautauqua Trail Scarf, featuring a map
of the Chautauqua Trail and antique postcards from each one. If we receive commitments for
at least 50, we can purchase them for $69 (and make a little $ for the Trail). Email Kathy at
info@lightkeeper.net with the number of scarves you would like and when we have enough,
we’ll send you an invoice to pay, redesign them so we’re all on there and order them!

CHAUTAUQUA TRAIL 2013 ANNUAL MEETING
July 25 - 28, 2013
REGISTRATION/HOMESTAY REQUEST FORM
Name:_______________________________________________________________________
Last
First
M.I.
Address:_____________________________________________________________________
City________________________________ State______________ ZIP Code_______________
Phone: (____)_______________ Email:______________________ Cell Phone: (____)________
Home Chautauqua:______________________________________________________________
Lodging Preference: ___ Home Stay (complete info below) ___ Other:______________________
___ Mt. Gretna Inn (making my own reservation)
___ Hampton Inn, Manheim (making my own reservation)
Arrival Date/Time: ___ Thursday, July 25 (Time________) OR ___ Other:(date/time)__________
Departure Date/Time: ___ Sunday, July 28 (Time______)

OR ___ Other (date/time)__________

The Pennsylvania Chautauqua will make every effort to match your preferences, but cannot guarantee your
exact home stay request:
Bedroom: ____ Single ____ Double ____ Queen-bedded room
Preferred:____ Shares Bathroom with Host ____ Private Bathroom ____Either option
Do you have any special needs or requests during your Home Stay? Food allergies/dietary needs of which
we need to be aware?

Enclose your check for $150 per person, made out to PA Chautauqua, with this completed form and
send no later than June 1 to Chautauqua Trail Annual Meeting, c/o Kathy Snavely, PO Box 622,
Mt. Gretna, PA 17064.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
RESERVATION NAME:
DATE ASSIGNED:
HOME CHAUTAUQUA:

CONFIRMATION WITH HOST:

Chautauqua Stands Again

The In Between
This magical place of rocks and water and trees
and root-filled paths
In between heaven and earth
In between past, present and future
Groundedness and flight
Birth death and rebirth
In between ancient wisdom and future innovation
Always being
Always becoming
In between struggle and surrender
There is a place
Where the in between holds the tension of creation
In between the knowing and uncertainty
Pushing, pulling and letting go
There is a place
Where power, peace and heaven merged into
A watery reality
A fluid river, a flow of thought and form
Transcending, transforming
Into the In between

Chautauqua stands again
against the strong back
of the white pine
Chautauqua stands again
as an entrance to a common song
touching the grandfathers
Chautauqua, the presence of your absence is everywhere
FOR CRYING OUTLOUD
But here on Lake Rosseau
the stones hold an eternity
of suffering
and hope
a different shape of time
The stones hold a rhythm to a way forward
Will you take my hand and walk to the water’s edge
and feel these stones
on your soul?
Gayle Dempsey, Muskoka Chautauqua

Gayle Dempsey – October 2012
Muskoka Chautauqua

Gayle Dempsey favored the Florida Chautauqua with a reading of these poems at their meeting in January, while
Kathy Snavely wrote the following as a pre-dinner table exercise in sharing “How Chautauqua Speaks to You” for her group,
which included input from Chautauqua representatives in Plains, Georgia and the Epworth Assembly.
From the comfort of going home for sixty-seven years,
to a first kiss on Lover’s Lane, on a night so clear....
and the folks still trying to figure it out!
It’s a great place for learning - about that, there’s no doubt!
Living history with a focus on the columns of four:
Religion, Culture, Recreation, Education, and more....
Perfect for vacations, honeymoons or solitary retreats,
Celebrating with family or friends - it’s quite sweet.
Embracing the ambiance that Chautauquans all share,
with thankfulness to all here about whom we care.

Support this enduring movement; join the Chautauqua Trail today!
Chautauqua Trail Annual Membership Application and Renewal Form
Full organization donation is $100 and includes option to add photo/information to the Chautauqua Trails website. Individual
dues are $10 a year. The dues year starts February 1. You can check your dues status by sending an e-mail to Network Treasurer
Myra Peterson, mpeterson@ciweb.org Make donation or dues check payable to Chautauqua Institution and put “Trail
Membership” on the memo line.
Mail check and this form or a copy of same to Network Treasurer, Myra Peterson, P.O. Box 28, Chautauqua, NY 14722.
Name__________________________________________________________Chautauqua___________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone__________________________________E-mail_____________________________________________
Chautauqua Facebook page_______________________________________________________________________
Chautauqua Twitter account _____________________________________________________________________
Other social media platforms and registered names: (example: Pinterest; name on account: Kathy Snavely)

Kathy Snavely, Secretary/Newsletter Editor
The Chautauqua Trail (formerly known as The Chautauqua Network)
PO Box 622
Mt. Gretna, PA 17064

July 1 Registration Deadline
for the Chautauqua Trail’s Annual
Meeting - Info Inside!!

