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Muskoka to host 34th
Chautauqua Trail Annual Meeting
The 34th Chautauqua Trail Annual Meeting will be held in Port Carling, Muskoka, Ontario,
October 12-15, 2017, during the year of Canada’s 150th Anniversary. (Photo above: Gary Froude
and Gayle Dempsey bid us welcome!) The fall in Muskoka is particularly spectacular against a
backdrop of rich colour as the leaves are changing.
Muskoka Chautauqua has been a focal point for artists and writers since 1917 when it was known
as Canada’s Summer Literary Capital. Gary Froude and Gayle Dempsey revived the idea of
Chautauqua in the late 1990’s as the Muskoka Lake Music Festival evolved into Muskoka
Chautauqua officially in 2004. Continuing a tradition that started 100 years ago, this vibrant arts
community continues to attract visitors who are drawn to personal growth, enrichment and
renewal, and the opportunity to share thoughts and ideas. Muskoka Chautauqua remains an
important cultural hub, encompassing the arts, education, reflection and the opportunity for
leading thinkers and practitioners to share innovative and creative ideas, while enjoying the aweinspiring natural backdrop that is Muskoka.
The tentative schedule for the Annual Meeting is as follows:
Thursday, October 12th:
10am–5pm
Registration: Muskoka Place Gallery
6pm
Welcome Reception: Hotel
Friday, October 13th:
8:30am
Welcome
8:45am
Meeting I: Welcome, Housekeeping,
Call the meeting to order, Approval of
minutes from Monteagle, each Chautauqua “Show & Tell” (5 minutes)
11am
Bala Cranberry Festival and lunch on your own
3:30pm-5:30pm Meeting II: Gretchen’s presentation, Agenda items Muskoka wants,
other agenda items suggested by other Chautauquas
6:00pm:
Dinner: Hotel

Page 2 of 20

Saturday, October 14th:
9:00am-12:00pm Roundtable Discussion: Queries from Atlant Chautauqua and any other
new Chautauquas
1pm-3pm
Meeting III: Election of officers, any unfinished business, announcement
from next year’s host: Ocean Park
3:00pm-5:30pm Free time/optional activities including boat cruise
5:30pm-6:30pm BBQ
7:00pm
Dark Skies/Torrance Barrens or Film Presentation
Sunday, October 15:
9am-11am:
Sunday Reflections with harpist Michael Moon
Homestays are NOT available this year. A group rate of $159 plus tax (approximately $200 off
the hotel's usual rate) is being offered on a limited time basis at the Marriott where our meeting
is being conducted; information will be supplied to you upon receipt of your registration. Since
our meeting is taking place during a very popular tourist event, we suggest your register at your
earliest opportunity as a limited number of rooms are being blocked for our use. Thank you in
advance for your cooperation!
Remember you will need a passport to get in and out of Canada; if you don't
currently have one, apply for it NOW, as it takes several months to process
applications.

Click here to download the registration form!

2017 Plains Chautauqua Weekend Event
May 5-7, 2017 in Plains, Georgia
www.plainschautauqua.com
We hope you will join President and Mrs. Carter for our annual Plains Chautauqua Weekend
Event. This year our theme is Country Living vs. City Living (Archery vs. Plains).
The Plains Chautauqua Weekend Event will be May 5-7, 2017. The weekend event is a ticketed
event; if you are interested in purchasing a weekend passport. (Register via the link provided
above or look for more information there.) There is limited seating due to the size of our facilities
so we recommend that you make your reservations as quickly as possible.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Annette Wise at 229-824-4567.
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The Plains Chautauqua welcomes you!

From The President’s Desk…..
Last year I excitedly reported the potential of another member of The
Chauatauqua Trail. Well, it’s official! The Atlantic Chautauquais a fully
functional new member on the Chautauqua Trail. Located in Halifax,
Nova Scotia, Kathie NeuOrgan, the Founder and CEO, and other Atlantic
Chautauquan representatives are looking forward to meeting us, and
learning from us in Muskoka!
In other news, it looks as if Ypsilanti Chautauqua in Michigan is no more. They struggled to
maintain the momentum, but it was not to be. I hope that some can find their way to Bay View
or Epworth to nurture their Chautauqua connection.
Word on the street is that Chagrin Falls Chautauqua in Ohio is also struggling. We wish them
luck and offer them any advice/help we can give.
Finally, plan to come to Maine next summer. My Chautauqua, Ocean Park, will be the host. We
are just beginning to align the programs and the time. We are aiming for the last week in July, or
first week in August. Come to Muskoka in October to hear when we will gather in Ocean Park in
2018. See you in Muskoka!
Frank Gwalthney, President

Chautauqua Institution's Amp near completion
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By Jordan Williams, News 4 Anchor

CHAUTAUQUA, N.Y. (WIVB) — Construction crews have shifted into high-gear to make sure
the $41 million dollar amphitheater is ready for the start of the summer season at the
Chautauqua Institution.
“The shape of what people will recognize as the Amp is really coming to life, both inside and out.
My biggest hope is that people will come back and realize it looks and feels a lot like the one they
loved,” Michael E. Hill, Chautauqua Institution President told News 4.
Focusing on the future
Hill took over as president after the decision was made to use private donations to tear down the
century-old Amp and start over. Preservationists fought but failed to save the sacred space. “I
think the thing for me coming in, is it’s not helpful for me to re-litigate the debate, because the
reality is the new one is nearing completion, and the former Amp can’t be brought back,
regardless of where you are on that debate,” Hill suggested.
Hill says he’s incredibly excited to inherit a facility that honors the past while focusing on the
future.
“The Amp has always been the heart of this institution. It’s our church. It’s where we do our great
speaker series. It’s where our artists most perform, and that won’t change. I think and hope that
what people discover is not only do the aesthetics look and feel like what they know from the old,
but that which is most important to the institution, and that is our central gathering place, will
continue,” Hill reiterated.
Click here to read the entire article

Chautauqua Institution hosts food festival in 2017
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Join us at Chautauqua Institution during the week of Aug. 20–
25 as we celebrate the bounty of the region with a weeklong food
and entertainment festival featuring daily culinary events from
cooking demonstrations and competitions to tastings prepared
by regional restaurants, farms, wineries and breweries.
Throughout the week, Bestor Plaza will come alive with hands-on culinary-themed activities and
entertainment with a different daily theme and all happening alongside Chautauqua’s traditional
summer lectures and concerts.
Tentatively planned festival events include a family-friendly barbecue, master classes, regional
chef competitions, demonstrations from artisan food producers, wine and cheese pairings, food
trucks, additional concerts on Bestor Plaza and daily activities for kids and adults. More
information coming soon — stay tuned to ciweb.org/foodfestival for a detailed festival schedule
and a list of confirmed local participants.
On our two main lecture platforms in Week Nine, we are proud to welcome 10 renowned experts
— including Jacques Pépin and Michael Ruhlman — to Chautauqua’s table to help us
consider our changing relationship with food, and the intersection of food and faith.
Learn more about the entire season at ciweb.org

Greetings from Colorado!
Greetings from Colorado, where our 119th summer season included concerts, including artists
such as Ziggy Marley, Old Crow Medicine Show, Keb’ Mo’, Melissa Etheridge and jazz greats
Gregory Porter, Joey Alexander and Pat Metheny. Comedian Paula Poundstone kept audiences
laughing and they enjoyed six weeks of classical music during the Colorado Music Festival. Silent
films with live musical accompaniment celebrated 31 years on Chautauqua’s silver screen.
Audiences were awestruck and inspired by the incredible athleticism displayed during the two
day REEL ROCK 11 film festival and also by the dancers from Cleo Parker Robinson Dance
Ensemble and the hip-hop showcase, Murmuration. Outside the Auditorium, family theater
performed on the trails with Arts in the Open’s “Goldilocks” and “The Treasures of Toothless
Jack” and headed inside for flea circuses and clowning.
Our year-round programming in the Chautauqua Community House nourishes patron’s hearts
and minds with music and theater, showcases the powers of the pen and film, and explores the
origins of outer space.
CCA is committed to sharing the story of Chautauqua’s past with our community and is in the
process of developing an educational field trip program for third graders. In spring 2016, 56
students from Flatirons Elementary joined us for a pilot program and were invited to step back in
time to Chautauqua’s early years. We intend that by celebrating the history and spirit of
Chautauqua with a new, young generation, an enthusiastic appreciation of historic preservation
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and the treasure that is our National Historic Landmark will be nurtured. For 2017, we will be
expanding this program to five schools and will continue to expand this offering each year, into
the future.

This summer's concerts include performances by:
June 1:
June 2:
June 11:
June 12:
June 16:
June 17:
July 24:
July 31:
Aug 10:
Aug 15:
Aug 16:
Aug 25:
Aug 29:
Sept 3:
Sept 21:

Hot Rize*
TajMo: The Taj Mahal & Keb’ Mo’ Band – Sold Out
Hudson*: Jack DeJohnette, Larry Grenadier, John Medeski & John Scofield
Punch Brothers
Drive-By Truckers
Drive-By Truckers
Mary Chapin Carpenter*
Lucinda Williams
Colin Hay with Trace Bundy
St. Paul & The Broken Bones*
St. Paul & The Broken Bones*
The SteelDrivers*
The Gipsy Kings*
Indigo Girls
Steep Canyon Rangers

Buy tickets online at https://www.chautauqua.com/ where you can also find information
regarding other programming and lodging. Please visit CCA when you are “out west!”

Chautauqua Wawasee Embraces
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Chautauqua Wawasee Embraces
Mental Health Awareness Month
with Family Series Week
Chautauqua-Wawasee recognizes that families face many different issues and felt that "Mental
Health Awareness Month" (which is May) might be the perfect time to address the topic.
From May 15-19, 6:30-8pm each evening, they are offering a series for parents, grandparents and
teens, that will cover issues such as; addictions, social media trends, human trafficking, tips for
grandparents, family counseling and foster parenting. We realize there are many more issues
that families are facing, but we felt these were important ones for us to highlight. Join us for all 5
nights and receive a discounted price. Each session is $5/person, or $20/person for all 5
nights!!!
Find
additional
information
on
their
website
at
http://www.chautauquawawasee.org/family-series-week/

Mt. Gretna, the Pennsylvania Chautauqua
Celebrates 125th Anniversary in 2017
For such an occasion, just one celebration didn't seem appropriate - so they're celebrating all
year long! In January, the community shared a Dessert & Trivia Contest. (In the photo below,
the winning team, sporting their 125th anniversary prize mugs.) Earlier this month, about 200
people enjoyed a roller skating party and hearing the story of the building of what is now known
as the Mt. Gretna Roller Rink. (Beginning as a Grange Hall in the late 1880s, it was home to the
Mt. Gretna Agricultural & Industrial Exposition - which grew into the Pennsylvania Farm Show,
the largest celebration of agricuture in the country.) Coming up in May: an ice cream social,
unveiling a new concoction from the Jigger Shop to celebrate the 125th! More in the next edition
of the Chautauqua Trail Mix!
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Guzzle Groundbreaking Takes Place
at Thousand Island Park
by Pamela McDowell

Thousand Island Park – Hundreds of Thousand Island Park residents turned out Sept. 3 for the
groundbreaking for the reconstruction of the Guzzle, located at the intersection of St. Lawrence
Avenue and Rainbow Street.
Wielding decorated shovels of all sizes and wearing digging costumes, people delved into a large
sand pile on the construction site, with a celebratory spirit. This is the symbolic step that
construction of the iconic building was to begin within a couple of days.
The commercial construction firm, Con Tech Building Systems, will follow the architectural plans
of Jonathan Taylor of Taylored Architecture to build an eatery on the corner that will serve
breakfast and ice cream, as it once did. The approximately 7000-square-foot structure, designed
to complement the unique character of historic Thousand Island Park, will also feature a grocery
store.
The original Guzzle, a popular meeting spot for residents and visitors of all ages, burned to the
ground in an Aug. 13, 2014, fire.
According to the general manager of the Thousand Island Park, Robert Sharlow, the new
construction will be paid for with the aid of insurance funds and also the Thousand Island
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Corporation, which is comprised of the 340 residences in the park.
“This has been awhile in coming. Everyone is excited,” Mr. Sharlow commented.
groundbreaking festivities continued throughout the afternoon and evening.

The

Mr. Sharlow is anticipating that the community will be celebrating once again, with a grand
opening ceremony for the new building, on Memorial Day weekend, 2017.

Chautauqua Canada
(A New National Organisation)
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We are delighted to announce that, following extensive research and concept development, a
national Chautauqua organisation in Canada is now a reality. Chautauqua Canada (CC), formally
registered as a federal, not-for-profit organisation in June of 2016, is led by its Founding
Director, Mary-Lou Gardner. The organisation is governed by an experienced Board of Directors
and trusted group of advisors.
Extensive research reveals many Chautauqua communities across Canada have limited
awareness of each other. In conversations with Chautauqua communities, a yearning to connect
with each other and to learn more about the deep and rich history of the Chautauqua movement
became apparent.
Thus, CC was born with a guiding vision: “To be a national organisation connecting
Chautauqua communities across Canada”.
Our primary aims are to:
Augment the growth and traditions of the Chautauqua brand through its four pillars: arts
and culture, education, recreation and spiritual reflection.
Facilitate awareness and communication among the Chautauqua communities in Canada.
Promote the legacy and renewal of Chautauqua.
Nurture communication between the American and Canadian Chautauqua communities.
Chautauqua Canada kicked off an active summer by attending the AGM of the Chautauqua Trail
in Monteagle, Tennessee in early July, hosted beautifully by Pam and Greg Maloof. As well:
Two board of director meetings were held over the summer, during which CC
strengthened the organisation by bringing in two advisors and a member-at-large.
Randy Sonmor worked with Rich McFall from Innsbrook, Chautauqua in designing a
survey to gather information on all Chautauquas in North America.
Work continues on developing CC’s website and a link to the site will be made available soon.
CC will continue its outreach program, striving to foster a meaningful and lasting connection
amongst the Canadian Chautauqua communities.

Lakeside Chautauqua
Building
Gridley Aquatic & Wellness Campus
Last year, Lakesiders were asked to imagine what the community could and should be in the
years to come. They identified a community swimming pool and enhanced wellness
programming as high-priority needs.
Desired features for a swimming pool include heated water, zero depth entry, lap lanes, shaded
seating area, small water slide and play features for children. Lakesiders also voiced a need for
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additional wellness programming, including strength training, Pilates, Zumba, Silver Sneakers
classes, children and youth classes and swimming lessons.
The construction of a Pool & Wellness Center is estimated to cost $3 million, which includes all
related building materials, labor, site preparation, permitting and excavation. Each year,
Lakeside will have operating expenses for the facility and program. Program staff wages, utilities,
concession operations and chemical and mechanical operations will be the majority of expenses
year to year. Total operating expenses are estimated at $130,000 per year, which is based on
similar community swimming pools in northern Ohio.
Ground was broken in November and they are anticipating a July opening, thanks to a mild
winter. Congratulations to our Lakeside team; we look forward to your opening celebration!
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Monteagle Rolls Out the Red Carpet
with Southern Style
Gregory and Pam Maloof headed the planning committee for the 2016 gathering at Monteagle
Sunday School Assembly last July. We were welcomed at the recently christened Pulliam Center,
where most of our meetings took place. Besides taking care of business (download minutes here)
we enjoyed supper at General Manager Scott Parrish's lovely cottage, moving music
performances at the nearby University of the South, worship at the Chapel, walks out to the
gazebo and lookout, cocktail party at the Humphreys Cottage, lunch at the Dutch Maid Bakery &
Cafe, a museum tour and more.
As we hope the photos communicate, we had a terrific visit and soaked in all the Monteagle
charm! Thank you to the Maloofs and their team for a memorable gathering!
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Download minutes from the meeting here:
http://www.chautauquatrail.com/assets/documents/newsletters/2016-Meeting-Minutes.pdf

Chautauqua Atlantic Launches
in Halifax, Nova Scotia
by Kathie NeuOrgan and David Organ
After months in the making, Chautauqua Education and Event Promotions, Inc. launched its
Chautauqua Atlantic program on November 26, 2016, in Halifax, Nova Scotia! Mindful of the
many celebrations and commemorations coming up in 2017, we chose to name our inaugural
event, “An Afternoon of Celebration!” at which we introduced the concept and history of
Chautauqua and presented our theme for the 2017/2018 season – Resilience.
Chautauqua knows resilience. As we celebrated the history and resilience of Chautauqua in
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North America, inspiring and engaging speakers, award winning and gifted musicians and
performing artists wove in aspects of generational resilience as it relates to Chautauqua’s
traditional four pillars.
Through partnership with Toastmasters International, Wayne Turner and Wayne Mercer,
distinguished leaders and passionate promoters of Toastmasters International served as Emcees,
introducing each speaker and entertainer with envious and poetic finesse.
In promoting generational engagement in the arts, well-being and enterprise-appreciation for
the social good, Valerie White, retired CEO of Nova Scotia’s Department of Seniors, spoke to the
benefits of supporting and valuing intergenerational engagement. In having served 38 years in
public service, she empowered voices from all generations and divergent government
departments, turning welcoming worlds of thought into policy, and policy into community
engagement action.
A powerful message of resilience for anyone who has faced or is facing hardship, feelings of
defeat, lost dreams, and yearnings for new beginnings was presented by Wayne Gillis, who barely
survived a life-threatening motorcycle accident in 2005. His accident left him in critical
condition, including a traumatic brain injury and leaving him in a medically-induced coma for
nearly six weeks. Wayne, author of Moving Forward: A Personal Story of Hope, Recovery and
Determination!, spoke about how accidents like this don’t just happen to the person, they happen
to the whole family and the community, impacting the journey to recovery.
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Adrian Hoffman, Chair of Nova Scotia Talent Trust (NSTT), is very familiar with fine art that is
core to Chautauqua. He grew up just outside Boston, where he studied trombone, composition
and opera direction at the New England Conservatory of Music. Following his studies, he
freelanced with the Boston Pops Orchestra (Arthur Fiedler), the Boston Ballet Co. and the Boston
Philharmonic to name just a few. For Chautauqua Atlantic’s “Afternoon of Celebration,” Adrian
outlined the remarkable 72-year history of the NSTT, a registered charity “Supporting
Tomorrows Artists Today.” He then introduced two recent scholarship recipients: Cellist, India
Gailey, who performed the Allemande from J.S. Bach’s fifth suite in C minor; and Opera Singer,
Katie Cochrane, who sang "Vanilla Ice Cream" from the musical “She Loves Me” by Harnick and
Bock. She was accompanied on the piano by Lynette Wahlstrom.
Donna Rhodenizer and Andy Duinker showcased Maritime traditional jazz, easy listening and
original songs that highlighted Andy’s extensive vocal versatility and Donna’s prowess as a
composer and multi-instrumentalist. They have graced the stages at major festivals in the
Maritimes and other venues throughout Canada. In 2014, they were the Artists in Residence at
the Canadian International School of Hong Kong where they performed and taught their original
songs and Maritime music to enthusiastic children at the school. Their musicianship was evident
at the Chautauqua Atlantic’s inaugural event as their performances included piano, accordion,
violin/fiddle, guitar and even a Newfoundland ugly stick to create a varied musical presentation.
With over two decades of entertaining and educating experience, they had many interesting and
witty anecdotes that they included in their performances.
Local award-winning playwright, producer and President of Bedford Players (a local community
theatre) Karen Waterfield, addressed the “so much so good” in community theatre as it relates to
social good practices and the many opportunities in theatre available for enrichment of life.
Karen created “Isabella” – an award-winning play inspired by true events of the Halifax
Explosion on Dec. 6, 1917. “Isabella” directly and indirectly “tunes in” to the resilience
experienced in self, business, and communities at large. In partnership with Chautauqua
Atlantic, Karen and the Bedford Players created a series of mini-dramas from “Isabella” to
highlight generational resilience in the face of war, loss anticipation, disaster, role transitions in
jobs, community, business, and family life. The first of the series, “Heard on the Street 1914,”
was presented at Chautauqua Atlantic’s inaugural event, casted by Katherine Tufts, Jill Curley,
and Sandy Mitchell, with costume designer, Marie Cole.
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and Sandy Mitchell, with costume designer, Marie Cole.
The degree of resilience that evolved from the Halifax Explosion is extraordinary on many levels.
Diverse perspectives in addressing resilience across generations in the face of war, sudden
changes in traditional roles, and in loss are complex, and examples of resilience as noted in the
mini-drama were highlighted by a panel of professional Coaches: Dianne Gaudet, speaker, and
author of If There Are No Limits… A Guide to Living with Passion, Purpose and Possibilities;
Delphine du Toit, corporate and international conflict resolution Coach, Mediator and
Facilitator; and Roxanne Walsh, specialist in helping families create opportunities to heal from
loss.
Chautauqua Atlantic’s Spiritual Advisor, Rev. Kevin Little, gave a timely message about being
known, truly known by another, believing that it is a gift experienced far too rarely by far too few.
The irony, he noted, is that in an age of hyper-connectivity, with green space, public spaces,
parks, libraries, walking trails and outdoor concerts, many people feel profound loneliness, even
to the point of feeling estranged from a world too busy to see them, or appreciate them as they
are. Isolation, transience, income, access to technology and other influencers of physical and
emotional distance are in significant play. Rev. Little presented ways of creating opportunities to
know and be known, to help and be helped, of moving from aloneness to community in its most
profound sense.
Chautauqua Atlantic is grateful for the generous and gifted support and enthusiasm of our
inaugural event partitipants. Our hearts are full with gratitude to Wayne and Elsie Turner, our
volunteer Program Advisors for their love of Chautauqua Atlantic and dedication in helping plan,
market, recruit and coordinate volunteers, and shower all with their positive energy. With their
help, the local artists, performers, and speakers involved were thoughtfully selected and invited
to collectively demonstrate the spirit of Chautauqua, each presentation and performance
capturing a thread of the directions of growth that lie ahead with the Chautauqua Trail in
Atlantic Canada. It was a privelege to have our launch populated with such fineness of talent and
depth of insight that each participant brought to our event. With their help, we are proud to
share that the Chautauqua Trail has made its way to Nova Scotia and taken root, with future
outstanding events and opportunities germinating.
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Sister Chautauqua in Summerside,
Prince Edward Island
Makes the Guinness Book of World Records
By Kathie NeuOrgan, Chautauqua Atlantic
Life enrichment is at the heart of Chautauqua programming, and last year, through community
engagement, life-enrichment opportunities were made possible in creating the largest display in
chalk pavement art that made the Guinness Book of World Records. Wyatt Heritage Properties,
Inc. in partnership with Culture Summerside, of Summerside, Prince Edward Island, held their
annual Arts in Motion Chautauqua event that celebrates, promotes, and builds
awareness about the Island’s arts, heritage and cultural community through
interactive street demonstrations, performances, talks and nighttime concerts. In
planning for the 2016 event, Lori Ellis, Manager of Culture and Heritage - City of
Summerside, along with her colleagues, believed a sizable exhibit would prove an excellent
community engagement art project; their idea became a reality through their community’s Spirit
of Chautauqua, and “popped” awareness globally! Life enrichment on many levels in many
sectors is indeed at the heart of Chautauqua. Our proud and heartfelt congratulations go out to
Summerside!
Be sure to check out their Arts in Motion Chautauqua site for their upcoming 2017 events!
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Current Schedule of Annual Meetings:
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
2026
2027
2030
2074
2076

Muskoka, Ontario, Canada
Ocean Park, ME
Boulder, CO
Chautauqua Institution, NY
Chautauqua Wawasee, IN
Ocean Grove OR Mt. Gretna
Lakeside, OH
Mt. Gretna OR ?
DeFuniak Springs, FL
Chautauqua Institution, NY
Chautauqua Institution, NY
Chautauqua Institution (Anniversary)
Lakeside (Anniversary)
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Time to renew your membership NOW! Download the application here:
http://www.chautauquatrail.com/assets/documents/uploads/Membership_Renewal_Form.pdf
OR renew online here:
http://www.chautauquatrail.com/chautauqua-network/join

Send articles for consideration to be included in the next edition of the Chautauqua Trail Mix to Kathy Snavely,
info@lightkeeper.net by June 15 for July/August publication. If you don't see your Chautauqua's news here, that
means no submission was received.
Copyright © 2017, The Chautauqua Trail, All rights reserved.
www.ChautauquaTrail.com
On Facebook, Friends of the Chautauqua Trail (formerly the Chautauqua Network)
at https://www.facebook.com/groups/143904365637901/

Share

Forward
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