
August 2017
Updated Registration Information for the

Annual Meeting....
and the latest news submitted about the Chautauqua Institution and her

daughter Chautauquas around North America

The 34th Annual Meeting of the Chautauqua Trail
at the Muskoka Chautauqua

Port Carling, Ontario, CANADA
Thursday, October 12 through Sunday, October 15, 2017

If  you  plan to  attend and  have  not  yet  registered,  please  click  on  the  link  and  fill  out  the
registration form.  You may send a copy of the registration form along with your check for $150
per person to:

Muskoka Chautauqua, Box 172, Port Carling ON Canada P0B J0

The fee includes all of the meals, reception, concert, etc..  We recommend that if you have not yet
booked  your  room  at  Marriott  in  Minett,  where  most  of  the  meetings  and  activities  are
happening; please do so as soon as possible, using the link below.

Hotel Reservations:
https://aws.passkey.com/go/chautauquatrailagm17

Click the above link for information and to make reservations for the Annual Meeting at $159
plus tax per night.  These rooms are blocked for our use until August 24; if you do not
book well  in advance, you will  likely not  find  lodging,  as we are  meeting during  the  highly
popular Cranberry Festival.  There are no homestays available this year.

Annual Meeting Registration Form: 
http://www.chautauquatrail.com/chautauqua-network/annual-meeting/registration

From The President’s Desk……

In less than 60 days, the Chautauqua Trail will have its first meeting outside of
the USA.  I think that Alfreda Irwin is smiling down on this organization that
she first  organized sometime in the late  70s.  We will  be gathering in Port

Carling, Ontario, aka Muskoka.  This is only the 3rd time we’ve had a meeting
outside of the June - September timeframe.  The two previous times were in
DeFuniak Springs, FL in January.  At all previous meetings, regardless of time
or place, we had 30+ attendees.  Right now, we are at 20 with promises of a
couple more.  Let’s make the effort to travel to Canada to get a preliminary

glimpse of fall before it reaches our homes.  We will also get to couple that with the enjoyment of
the warmth of seeing old friends and meeting other old friends for the first time. 

If August is upon us, can October be far behind?  Many of us have experienced some wicked heat
(as we up he-yah in Maine say).  The thought of meeting in a cool place in Ontario does have a
certain appeal to it, doesn’t it?  For the skeptics, Gayle Dempsey promises us there will be no
snow.  As is our tradition, we are now appealing to all for agenda items for our meetings.  The
items below have been developed by our hosts, Jerry Gosselin, Ocean Park’s Executive Director,
and yours truly.  Please send me your ideas ASAP so all attendees can be prepared to discuss
these plus any new items.  Of course, our first item of business after welcome, housekeeping
notices, approving minutes, etc., will be the 5 minute Show & Tell about your chautauqua with
Muskoka having the honor of leading the presentations.  See you in Canada!

Agenda Items for the October Chautauqua Trail Meeting in Muskoka, ON  Canada:
Organizational Development – Relationships & Partnerships – How does this work, or not, in

your chautauqua?  What are the strongest relationships/partnerships?  What are the weakest? 
Why?

Organizational development – Relationships & Partnerships – How can this work within
the Chautauqua Trail members?  What are the strongest relationships/partnerships
amongst the CT members?  Are there any?  Should there be?  What could we do, both
collectively and as individual chautauquas, to improve relationships and partnerships?
Are the Presidents, CEOs, CFOs, Executive Directors interested in setting regularly
scheduled meetings, such as Jan, March, May, to discuss hot issues, emerging issues,
noticeable trends, opportunities, etc.  This could be done by Skype, Facetime, etc., from
anywhere in the world that has internet/phone service.
Any noticeable changes in demographics of those attending your chautauqua in the last 5



years?  How so?
How has the political climate of the USA affected the climate/culture of your chautauqua?

Waxahachie Chauatuqua
Celebrates Waxahachie Day on July 26

submitted by Kirk Hunter and Maureen Moore

(Waxahachie, Texas)     On June 15, 2017, Texas House Bill 1254 was signed by the Governor –
after making it through all the steps of the 85th Texas legislature – both House and Senate – to
designate  July  26th  as  Waxahachie  Chautauqua  Day  in  Texas!"   July  26th  will  be
celebrated each year as the birthday of the Waxahachie Chautauqua.  

Why  July  26?  On  July  26,  1900,  the  very  first  Waxahachie
Chautauqua  Summer  Assembly  &  Encampment  began  along
Waxahachie  Creek  in  West  End  Park,  with  more  than  75  tents
erected. Waxahachie was selected from several other cities that had
submitted bids to host the Chautauqua.

On July 26, 2017, the  Waxahachie  Chautauqua will  celebrate  its
“birthday”  with  a  dedication  and  a  party.  We  will  dedicate  the
“Chautauqua  Grove”  –  a  tree  replacement  program in  the  Park
initiated by the Waxahachie Chautauqua. The first two trees, native
red  oaks,  will  honor  our  past  two  keynote  speakers,  Apollo  13
astronaut Fred Haise, and oceanographer and explorer, Fabien Cousteau.  The evening event will
include both the birthday party and a special presentation by the City of Waxhachie about their
latest projects and plans for the Public Spaces for this city. 

2017 Waxahachie Chautauqua
Celebrates Public Spaces
Submitted by Kirk Hunter and Maureen Moore

This year’s Chautauqua in Waxahachie will be held on Saturday, September 30 starting at 9am.
The theme is “Celebrating Public Spaces.” We will
be  exploring ideas and topics  such as:  Why are
good Public Spaces so urgent  right now?  What
characteristics make a good Public Space?   How
can  good Public  Spaces  change  the  nature  of  a
city?  What can we all  do to promote more and
better Public Spaces?

For  the  first  time  we  will  have  a  presentation
about Chautauqua!  Jon Schmitz, archivist of the
Chautauqua Institution will  be  with us  to share
his  insights  on  the  public  spaces  at  the
Chautauqua  Institution  and  at  other
Chautauquas.  Other  presentations  include  an
opening keynote by Allison Blais, COO of the 9/11
Memorial in NYC. She will talk about public space
as  a  place  for  remembrance.   We  will  also  be
conducting short oral history interviews about our
Park from attendees who wish to participate. For
newsletters  and  more  information  about
presentations  and  our  event,  please  visit  our

website at www.waxahachiechautauqua.org.

Chautauqua Canada (CC) achieved a significant milestone in June, 2017 by successfully

completing its first year of operation.  We continued to evolve throughout the year, while

staying true to our guiding vision of “being a national

organization  that  connects  Chautauqua  communities

across Canada.”

In the first half of 2017, research continued on each of

the  20+  active  communities  and  the  broader

Chautauqua movement in Canada.  Outreach efforts to

the communities progressed well.  Several  expressed a

strong interest in connecting to learn more about each

other and to share their experiences.  We will continue

to  engage  with  these  communities  and  facilitate

strengthening this network of connected communities.

Over  the past  few  months,  our  efforts  focused increasingly on preparation work  for  a

planned book on the Chautauqua movement in Canada.  In consultation with the trusted

advisors,  a  comprehensive outline  materialized aimed at  meeting  the book’s  objectives,

provide direction and guide ongoing development of the content.  In the coming year, I will

be devoting a considerable amount of my time and energy to the book.



As always, we are very interested in the activities of those communities that are members

of the Chautauqua Trail and we look forward to further developing our connection with

each one.

Best Always,

Mary-Lou Gardner, Founding Director

Chautauqua Canada

Email: mlgardner@chautauquacanada.ca

1 705 706 2700

(Photo  above  is  from  Grimsby,  Ontario  of  a  renovated  "remnant"  of  our  Ontario  Methodist   Camp

Ground  Company's"   residence  from  1874.  We  had  a  similar  organisation  that  embodied  the  same

concepts and basic principles as Chautauqua. It started as a temperance rally but ended with the death

of its founder Minister Noah Phelps, in 1909. These homes started as tents, graduated to board houses on

wood beams then on to brightly painted ladies later in their life. )

Mt. Gretna continues 125th Anniversary
Celebration with weeklong "Gretna Days"

Thanks to judges, Tina Shank and Letie Schadler, we had six winners in the Great Mt. Gretna Pie Bake-off:

(from left) Courtney Hock (First Place, Fruit), Mena Hock (First Place, Youth Fruit), Samantha Freeman

(First Place,  Savory),  Susan  Hostetter  (First Place,  Cream/Custard/Chocolate),  Hayden Brown (First

Place, Youth, Nut)  and Pauline Brown (First Place, Special Diet).  Overall  winner was Pauline Brown's

Vegan Pie! Looking forward next year, when this event will be added to the July 4th festivities!

One daily program the last  week of July constituted the seasonal celebration of the Mt.

Gretna  Campmeeting  and  Pennsylvania  Chautauqua  (the  only  Campmeeting  and

Chautauqua across the street from each other in the world):

Sunday, July 23 - an 1890s Old-Fashioned Hymn Sing and Revival Church

Service (hosted by Summer at the Tabernacle)

Monday, July 24 - Mt. Gretna Supper Club, with dinner by Mt. Gretna's favorite

Chef-on-the-Go Becky Briody and "A Time Gone By," with soprano Jennifer

Anderson Myers, tenor Tom Walker and pianist Don Horneff. (hosted by the PA

Chautauqua)

Tuesday, July 25 - The Inaugural Mt. Gretna Photo Scavenger Hunt  (photos

featured this year are in the montage below this article) and the Great Mt. Gretna

Pie Bake-Off (hosted by the PA Chautauqua)

Wednesday, July 26 - The Chautauqua Festival, featuring a performance by the

Hershey Symphony (hosted by the PA Chautauqua Foundation)

Thursday, July 27 - Old Tyme Film Festival: "Before the Nichelodeon:  The

Early Cinema of Edwin S. Porter & She Done Him Wrong" (Hosted by the

PA Chautauqua)

Friday, July 28 - Discussion of "The Yellow Wallpaper," an 1892 feminist novel

(hosted by the PA Chautauqua)

Friday, July 28 - 125th Anniversary Concert with Joe and Sue

Martin (hosted by Summer at the Tabernacle)

Friday, July 28 - Colemans, Kauffmans and Chautauquans: 125 Years of

the PA Chautauqua, with Jean-Paul Benowitz, Elizabethtown College (hosted by

the PA Chautauqua)

Saturday, July 29 - Victorian Photo Booth (with period costumes, by

appointment; hosted by the PA Chautauqua)

Sunday, July 30 - Massed Choir Concert, with the premiere of an anthem to celebrate

the Campmeeting's 125th Anniversary (written by conductor Joe Martin; hosted by

Summer at the Tabernacle)

Two events left this year; we'll report on those in our next issue!
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