
Chautauqua, New York to host 

32nd Annual Chautauqua Trail Meeting 

Sunday, August 9 – Wednesday, August 12 

We’ll be arriving for Week Seven programming 

(Aug. 10 – 14), with the theme Redefining Europe: 

A Colonial Williamsburg/Chautauqua Institution 

“Emerging Citizenship” Series, when Chautauqua 

once again partners with the Colonial 

Williamsburg Foundation to examine what it 

means to be a 

citizen of Europe 

today. Is the 

European Union 

united, or not? 

London-based 

New York Times 

columnist Roger 

Cohen (photo, left) 

will discuss the 

issues currently facing Europe on Monday.  

David Marsh, a financial specialist and 

chairman and co-founder of the Official 

Monetary and Financial Institutions Forum, 

will speak Tuesday on European economics, 

politics and finance. His most recent book is 

Europe’s Deadlock: How The Crisis Could Be Solved 

— And Why It Won’t Happen. Wednesday 

lecturer Ulrike Guerot, a managing director of 

the Simone Veil Center for European 

Governance, will speak on  general European 

relations. Jean-David Levitte, who served as 

French ambassador to the United States from 

2002 to 2007, returns to Chautauqua on 

(continued) Thursday to discuss European 

policy and foreign relations.  Registration 

information is available on the next to last page 

of this newsletter; we request that you extend 

the courtesy of an early response to Myra so 

that she can plan for your most pleasant visit. 

 

Shelbyville Chautauqua Coming Back to 

Life by Sharon Barricklow 

The 113 year old Shelbyville Illinois 

Chautauqua Building sits in the center of a busy 

city park, unused but not unnoticed for most 

of the last 40 years.  Now residents are working 

hard to not only restore the structure, but make 

it a vital center of community events in the 21st 

century.   

 The Shelbyville Chautauqua was 

proposed by Shelbyville Mayor J. C. Westervelt 

in 1902 after the success of three Chautauqua 

tent events beginning in 1900.   Like many 

other Chautauqua celebrations of the era, 

Shelbyville’s 15 day long August events were a 

mixture of education, entertainment, politics 

and recreation.  Over the years famous orators 
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(continued from p. 1) including William 

Jennings Bryan, Carrie Nation, and Billy 

Sunday appeared, along with entertainers like 

Charles D. Kellogg, the “human bird warbler” 

and Professor Pamahasika’s “trained dogs and 

educated birds.” Most events took place in the 

Chautauqua Auditorium, on the 2,000 square 

foot stage inside the icosagonal (20 sided) hall. 

It is the largest building of its kind anywhere in 

the world. The building was constructed by a 

local bridge builder and designed with a unique 

system of structural support. Because of this, 

there are no interior pillars to block the view of 

the stage which features three female Grecian 

statues representing Art, Music and Drama. 

These statues were works from renowned 

Illinois artist and Shelbyville native Robert 

Root. 

 
In addition to the Chautauqua building, 

Shelbyville’s Forest Park also housed tourist 

cottages, tents, and a dining hall during the 

busy Chautauqua season, with area residents 

coming from farm homes and even from the 

city of Shelbyville to stay on site during the 

meeting.  News reports from the era say a tent 

rental was $2.50 for a 10 by 12 foot wall tent 

for 15 days.  A board floor could be purchased 

for an additional $1.25 and local shopkeepers 

delivered groceries and ice to the grounds daily.  

Meals at the dining hall were 25 cents. For the 

cost of a $2 season ticket, in addition to 

(continued) programs in the auditorium, 

Shelbyville’s Chautauqua featured daily Bible 

study, crafts, kindergarten, dancing, cooking 

lessons, art lessons, boating on a small lake in 

the park, horse races and music performances.  

At night, the building was home to silent 

movies.   

 “Shelbyville is a town of only 5,000 

population and while it is one of the most 

attractive of the little cities of Illinois and its 

people rank high in culture and intelligence, the 

query naturally arises, what license has a place 

of this size to conduct a Chautauqua that nets 

$10,000 while places of five times the 

population must conduct a similar assembly 

with the greatest care in order to make it play 

even?”  Decatur Review 1903 

 With such a rich history, it is a little 

amazing that since the death of the Chautauqua 

movement in the 1930s, the building has 

largely set empty.  During World War II 

armaments builders in the area stored 

equipment and munitions in the building and 

since then occasional concerts have been held 

in the building along with some local 

entertainment and education programs. An ice 

storm in the 1970’s damaged the building’s 

roof and interior support beams.   In 1978 the 

building was placed on the National Register of 

Historic Places and in 2009 Landmarks Illinois 

declared it one of the ten most endangered 

historic sites in Illinois. (continued p. 3) 



 Renovation and repair of the 

Chautauqua building has had its supporters 

since the 1960’s, with a variety of plans 

discussed and discarded.  An architectural 

study in 2009 estimated restoration costs at 

$1,750,000. A fundraising effort raised more 

than $100,000 from local citizens, but in 2013 

the Shelbyville City Council discussed plans to 

tear the building down.  The threat galvanized 

residents who staged protests in person and on 

social media, decorating the city with more 

than 200   “Save our Chautauqua” yard signs.  

Faced with great public support, the council 

backed down from their original plan and 

appropriated funds for roofing repair.  A 

Chautauqua Preservation Committee 

developed a business plan for a renovated 

building that includes plans for a museum, 

regularly scheduled arts events, trade shows 

and even weddings.  Those plans hit a bump in 

2014 when insurance on the building was 

cancelled because of safety concerns.  Thanks 

to emergency work done to stabilize the 

interior support beams and the roof, the 

building is once again insured and will be open 

beginning in the Spring of 2015 for a variety of 

events including regularly scheduled flea 

market and vendor fairs, concerts, plays, and 

even a wedding or two.   The restoration 

committee hopes to use revenue from the 

events to further restoration efforts, and also 

to make area businesses and residents aware 

that the Chautauqua Auditorium in Shelbyville 

(continued) is viable in the 21st century and can 

be a vital community resource.  In addition, 

working with the Shelbyville Community 

Foundation, the group is actively seeking grant 

funding and donations for further work.  

Renovation plans include further building 

stabilization, cosmetic updates, Americans 

with Disabilities Act compliant restrooms and 

possibly heating and air-conditioning, making 

the building a centerpiece for events and 

tourism activities in the Lake Shelbyville area.  

The 2015 work began in March with roof 

repairs on the building’s clerestory window 

level and a community clean-up day in April.   

 

Photos from our 2014 Bay View Gathering 
 

 

 

 
 

Above: Mary Jane Doerr (Bay View) visits with Jack & Jane 

Anderson (Mt. Gretna); below: Mary Lou Gardner (CA) along with 

David Antonioni (Bay View) at the Loyd Home in Petoskey 



Notes & Photos from Bay View 

Since minutes from our meeting are attached 

to this newsletter, there is not a separate article 

on our meeting.  We will note their fine 

hospitality and enjoyment of Les Miserables, our 

wonderful homestays, picnic at the beach, a 

lovely boatride (which Pam Maloof, Cliff and 

Kathy Snavely enjoyed with the Loyd 

menfolk), bountiful meals, and superb 

fellowship with our hosts – for which we thank 

you, Betsy Loyd Harvey (photos below; one 

with her terrific folks, another with our 

beloved Molly and the sunset we enjoyed). 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

  



Pitman Grove Camp Meeting 

Pitman, NJ by Frank Gwalthney 

Recently, I visited the site of the Pitman Grove 

Camp Meeting and met the presiding pastor, 

Bret Walker.  We had a lovely visit and it 

became clear that Pitman Grove Camp 

Meeting was a cousin of the Chautauqua Trail 

members. It will come as no surprise to many 

of you that Pastor Walker thought that Pitman 

Grove was alone in the world, or maybe Ocean 

Grove was like them.  Pitman Grove was 

founded in 1871 by a group of Methodist 

ministers who wanted a summer retreat in 

Southern New Jersey.  It was named to honor 

Rev Charles Pitman (1796 – 1854), noted 

Methodist pastor of the early to late 19th C.  

Their season runs from the fourth Sunday in 

June until the first Sunday in September.  Their 

regular programming includes preachers from 

the area, traditional hymn sings, and dramatic 

interpretations of Bible stories.  Billy Sunday 

was a frequent speaker in the early 20th C.  As 

a matter of fact, early in the summer of 1912, 

he heard a hymn written by the Pitman Grove 

Music Director, C. Austin Miles.  Billy Sunday 

liked it so much, that he asked if he could use 

it during his national summer tour of that 

summer.  Many may recognize the hymn, “In 

The Garden”, as a long time favorite at all of 

our chautauquas.   (Photo below: 1st Ave leads right 

to the entrance of The Tabernacle) 

 

 

Their Tabernacle (photo above) is situated at 

the center of a twelve spoke wheel.  Each 

avenue represents one of Jesus’ disciples 

leading to the Tabernacle where Jesus resides.  

 
 

Just like so many of the other chautauquas, the 

cottages closest to the Tabernacle do not face 

the street, but they face the Tabernacle (inside, 

above; the view from Sixth Street below).  Find 

out more information by visiting them on 

Facebook 

www.facebook.com/pitmangrovecampmeeting.   

 
 

These pictures will demonstrate how typical 

Pitman Grove is in “looks” and “feel” to the 

rest of our family. 

http://www.facebook.com/pitmangrovecampmeeting


Modernist Flayed by Billy Sunday: 

Evangelist Denounces Evolution Theories 
as Monkey-faced Heresies 

(from the Montreal Gazette, August 7, 1929) 

(Pitman, N.J., August 6.) – “One-eyed priests 

of Baal” and “pulpit false prophets” were the 

terms applied to preachers of modernistic 

doctrines by Billy Sunday, famous evangelist, in 

a scorching attack upon what he called “new 

frills in religion” in addressing more crowds 

today at the Pitman grove camp meeting.  He 

concluded a series of five sermons at the camp. 

Billy blasted the modernists and hurled biblical 

broadsides at them in a sermon so new that he 

kept closely to his notes.  He told his audience 

that he had never preached the sermon before 

but declared that henceforth it would be his 

purposes to “shoot at the modernists and 

shoot to kill.” 

“Name me one modernist who has ever 

died and left a single inspiring message on his 

death-bed,” challenged the evangelist.  “Find 

me a modernist who preaches of redemption 

from sin and I’ll find you a cow that lays eggs 

and hatches out chickens. 

“They preach social service and 

effeminate dogmas and claim to be progressive 

in their theology, but they are retrogressive in 

their Christianity.  Strip Christ from 

Christianity and there is no real religion.  These 

one-eyed priests of Baal are trying to wound to 

death every Evangelical truth from Moses 

(continued) down to the present day.  I’m 

trying to save the church from getting drunk 

with infidelism.” 

Billy scored the evolution theories of 

modernists as monkey-faced heresies. 

“Scientists can’t answer the question of future 

life and destiny,” he said in his final sermon this 

afternoon.  “Science walks out of the house 

when the undertaker walks in.” 

 

From Time Magazine: August 19, 1929 

Rev. William ("Billy") Sunday, silent, these 

many months, screamed at a Pitman, N. J. 

camp meeting: "The Church has got its back to 

the wall! They're building nine theatres to one 

Church. All people think of is entertainment—

movies and the like. They offered me 

$1,000,000 to go into the movies, but I turned 

it down. I can do more good speaking to the 

people face to face." 

 

 
This event will include a screening of "Fixed, the Science/Fiction 

of Human Enhancement" followed by discussion with an expert 

panel. 

     - Screening & Discussion - $19.00 
     - Screening, Discussion & Buffet Dinner - $39.00 
     - Screening, Discussion, Buffet Dinner, Overnight 
       Accommodations and Breakfast - $126.00 
7:15-9:30pm on April 23 at the Oakwood Resort’s Hilltop 
Conference Center in Syracuse, Indiana.  Call  574-518-
1094 or email marlies@chqw.org for information. 
 

mailto:marlies@chqw.org


2015 Registration Form 
for the Chautauqua Network Annual Meeting 

Complete the form and return it to: 
 

Chautauqua Institution 
Attn: Myra Peterson 

PO Box 28 
Chautauqua, NY 14722 

 
For questions, email mpeterson@ciweb.org;  
deadline for registration is July 31, 2015. 

 
A registration confirmation letter will be sent including 
accommodation information and check-in details. 

 
Attendee Information: Name(s)  

 
__________________________________________ 

 
Chautauqua 

__________________________________________ 
 

Address 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 

 
Phone 

__________________________________________ 
 

E-mail 
__________________________________________ 

 
Registration Details:  Sunday, Aug. 9th at the Main 
Gate Welcome Center, from 1:00pm to 5:00pm; late 
arrivals check at Will Call. 

 
Departure Wednesday August 12th after Breakfast at 
the Athenaeum Hotel. 

 
Lodging:    
_____Send me information about hotels and I’ll make  
          my own reservations. 
_____Home stays are limited that week, please register 
          early; number of people for home stay ______. 

 
Registration Payment: 

Individual ($150)/Couples ($300)   
Other (______________________) 

 
To pay by credit card, please call Myra at 716-

357-6231; make checks out to Chautauqua 
Institution 

Chautauqua Trail Annual Membership 

Application and Renewal Form 

Full organization donation is $100 and includes 
option to add photo/information to the 
Chautauqua Trails website.  Individual dues are 
$10 a year. The dues year starts February 1.  
 
You can check your dues status by sending  

an e-mail to Network Treasurer Myra 
Peterson, mpeterson@ciweb.org   Make 

donation or dues check payable to 
Chautauqua Institution and put “Trail 

Membership” on the memo line.  

        Mail check and this form or a copy of same to 

Network Treasurer, Myra Peterson 

P.O. Box 28 

Chautauqua, NY 14722. 

 

Name________________________________ 

Chautauqua___________________ 

Address________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

Telephone______________________________ 

E-mail_________________________________ 

Chautauqua Facebook page 

______________________________________ 

Chautauqua Twitter account 

______________________________________ 

Other social media platforms and registered 

names: (example: Pinterest; name on account: 

Kathy Snavely) 
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